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The “'story” of Streamline starts
when Border Patrol agents ap-
prehend people crossing the
border in Texas, New
Mexico, and Arizona.
Operation Stream-
line began in Del
Rio, Texas in 2005
and now operates
in seven border
cities.
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U.S. Border Patrol places everyone they
catch into short term detention facilities.
Migrants cite poor treatment while in

custody, including lack of food, water, and
medical care, as well as verbal and physi-
cal abuses (See cultureofcruelty.org)

Some people are forced to sign forms
in English that they don’t understand and are sent back to
Mexico, while others...

...are selected to be prosecuted in federal court in Operation Streamline.
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Several private prison,detention,and transportation companies prof-
it from the expansion of this program. Many of these companies run
immigrant prisons all over the world.

This handout is distributed by the End Streamline Coalition,
with support from the American Friends Service Committee.
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Streamline packs federal courtrooms daily with migrants, prosecu-
tors, defenders, an interpreter, US Marshals, court clerks, Border
Patrol agents, consulate officials, and other support staff.
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The court proceedings can convict up to seventy people in under two hours—sometimes as fast as thirty minutes. Though lawyers are contracted
to represent migrants, at best they spend 20 minutes getting to know their clients before going to court. All migrants are encouraged to accept a
plea bargain that charges them with “illegal entry”” which goes onto a permanent criminal record.

After serving their sentences, migrants are deported. Now that they
have a federal criminal record, they may not be eligible for any “'path
to citizenship” in the proposed immigration reform bills.

Judges sentence people
" to prison terms up to six

months long in deten-
tion centers around the
region. Many lose the
money and belongings
they had with
§ them, and have

Homeland security
officials say that
Streamline was de-
signed to discour-
age people from
crossing the border.
Instead, Streamline
uses tax money to
guarantee a steady
income for prison
owners.

R a difficult time
M@  staying in touch
with family or
finding legal help.

Despite long histories
of human rights abuses and
substandard conditions,
taxpayers are billed
millions of dollars for
private prison compa-
nies to profit from
programs like
Operation Stream-
line.

HERE'S YouR PAY FoR
INCARCERATING THE
MIGRANTS |

Streamline does not make the horder any safer, nor does it
address any of the root causes driving immigration. We need a
compassionate and humane response to the reality of people
crossing our shared bhorder.

Multiple investiga-
tive reports have
exposed the links
between companies
and an increase in
immigrant detainees.
Laws like SB 1070 in
Arizona ensure this corruption
continues.

THANKS Youl Now
AFFORD A GENEROUS
CAMPAIGN CONTRIBUTION!

A coalition of groups from across the southern U.S. border is de-
manding an end to Operation Streamline.

You can find more information online and download a copy of this

WWW. E n d St ream I i ne.o rg handout to print and become a part of educating more people on the

injustice of Operation Streamline.



